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YOUANDI

When with you again
a warm velvet autumn
along the life I have met
I fall silent,
become sensitive,
one word weighs so little.
And both our glances
still eagerly shine,
sun’s radiant light
and our bewildered lips remain
embarrassingly
silent.

In the clothes of our velvet autumn
there is a grand design.
Its flavor is expensive,
its style so very noble,
demure.
In its earthy shades
preferring its colors vibrant and strong.
Within the winds of our autumn
fires of past sorrows flare.

Already it feels as if [ had
into the autumns
grown,
so many have there accrued
our days and nights
together since.
It brings to my mind
tastes of bitter,
ripened wine, our autumn
its true value
I now understand
taught to me by the years.

Already tire the waves,
the sun extinguishes
the bay,

only its last rays

survive the day

with their shimmering light.

Descending night darkens the sky,

together alone
we are,
forming one being, one life:
the earth,
our autumn,
you
and L.

Toivo Flink, 6.8.04
(Sirkka Shayan, English translation, 2005 )

Once again winter blows freely,
always doing just as it pleases,

for no one can order its phases,
in the end it gives up calmly.

Spring is not very kind either,
holding hard against the opponent
and without knowing any limit,
when settling down with such fervor.

Summer is equally eager,
sometimes so very gentle even,
and short, just as a human being
has always had his life’s circle.

Autumn too is rough with its holds
although in different ways it roars,
subsiding in winter’s icy peace,
when the land is covered by snows.

If into all these deep passions

I bring my inner impatience

and seek the new as wild nature does,
where would I end up in life’s strifes.

Thus God with his love and wisdom

by the hand leads me to roads unknown,
to seek for a temple of my own.

Winter is still blowing a storm.

Toivo Flink, 18.8.04
(Sirkka Shayan, English translation, 2005 )

IN THE EMBRACE OF AUTUMN

Autumn won'’t release its embrace.
Delighted it is firmly holding,

my heart like fall flames is burning,
alone | stay with autumn’s days.

Leaving its hug [ will not try

but look all around with sparkling eyes,
as the forest its joys gently cries

and changes colors on the sly.

I will not let winter winds blow

and blanket fall colors with white snow,
they in my mind high over meadow
even past winter raise such glow.

Again [ learn to see new things,

when the crying sound of a lone crane
brings welcomed harmony to my day -
autumn won’t release its embrace.

Toivo Flink, 1984
(Sirkka Shayan, English translation, 2005 )





